
Feast of the Ascension Year A 

 

For many people, the feast of the Ascension can have strange imagery. Older people might remember 

being taught about Jesus ascending into the clouds as if on course for Heaven which was somewhere 

outside the solar system. And so the image of feet dangling from the cloud was born. But this is not 

what the message of the Ascension is about. 

 

The friends of Jesus, his disciples, were bereft when he died and joyful to have his presence after the 

Resurrection. Yet this presence of Jesus had to develop and evolve and so we have the feast of the 

Ascension. 

  

In the first reading, we are told that in the days beforehand, Jesus had spoken to his disciples about the 

Reign of God. The writer tells us that Jesus is lifted up and the disciples are left gazing into the 

heavens until an angel asks them why. The mission of the disciples then and our mission today, lies in 

our time and space and on our planet, not in some far off realm.  

     



The Ascension challenges us to bring heaven to earth, to broaden our perspective on our lives and on 

the well-being of humanity and the whole earth. When we pray the Our Father we say, “Thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.” The “image” of Jesus ascending into the cloud 

calls us, as Christians to “go up” and find higher ground that will enable us to have a wider 

perspective that will take us beyond ourselves. We do not need to look to the heavens to find answers, 

because our God is with us, by our side, giving us all the guidance we need, if we only widen our 

perspective and look beyond ourselves. 

  

Jesus, through the Ascension, gives us a clear mission to make disciples of all nations. This mission 

calls us to heal, to embrace, to welcome, to renew and to love. As God is always with us, then right 

here and now we can bring about the Reign of God. 

 

 


