
5th Sunday of Easter 

 

What a week and what a weekend.  Rumours of unlocking the lockdown, VE 
Day, 5th Sunday of Easter and now lots of people saying “let’s not go so fast”. 
The numbers of deaths are still very high and Vera Lynn singing “We’ll meet 
again”. It’s been an emotional rollercoaster. We have compared seven weeks 
of lockdown with six years of bombing of cities in WWII. My eighty-year olds 
have told me if they are locked in when others are unlocked they will all 
become sixty-nine. How I love them. 

The scriptures today tell us of another time of fear and confusion. The early 
church was trying to establish itself against much opposition. Even the 
fundamental cultural traditions were not easy. A Hebrew/Aramaic early church 
community trying to live in a society highly influenced by the Hellenistic world. 

Amid all this Jesus says “Don’t let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God and 
trust in me”.  The next bit of the passage, the many rooms moment, I find very 
comforting as do so many families who choose this passage for family funerals. 
It cries out ALL ARE WELCOME. You who are burdened. You who need healing. 
You who have faith. You who are not sure. When questioned by the wonderful 
doubting Thomas, Jesus use’s three words - Way, Truth and Life - and then 
goes on to tell Philip about the intimate relationship he has with God whom he 
calls Father. “To see me is to see the Father”. 

Jesus is the God who welcomes and leads the Way. The God of True love. The 
God who gives Life and brings us back to Life. The God we need at this difficult 
time, who will lead us, love us and if we are patient bring us back to life. 


