
Seventh Sunday of Easter Year A 

 

Last Sunday, Songs of Praise (which you can find on BBC iPlayer) 

rebroadcast a recording of Bernadette Farrell speaking as one of the 

modern hymn writers. Her conversation with Pam Rhodes took place at 

Notre Dame RC Girls’ School and students were involved praying and 

singing two of Bernadette’s hymns. 

 

In this conversation, Bernadette says that 

 

“Prayer is part of the rhythm of this community, whether in school 

or at larger services in the Cathedral.” 

 

She goes on to say that 

  

Hymns have to challenge us because we are called as a 

community and we sing together………  

to express the Gospel in song means that we carry  

  it with us into our lives.” 

 

We are blessed in the community of Dockhead to have so many moments when we raise our 

hearts and minds as we sing the praises of God in hymns. Our wonderful choir, cantors, 

musicians and the whole congregation do, as Bernadette suggests, express the Gospel in song 

allowing us to carry it with us into our lives.  

 

This Easter, we have had to sing hymns in our hearts or listen to them on TV, radio or social 

media. What a wonderful day it will be when we can raise the roof of the Most Holy Trinity 

and sing:  

 

 

 

 

“Christ be our light! 

Shine in our hearts. Shine through the darkness. 

Christ be our light! Shine in your church gathered today.” 

 

But that day seems a long way off. In the meantime, we are like the early disciples in today’s 

first reading: 



“After Jesus was taken into heaven, the apostles went to the upper 

room where they were staying. They joined in continuous prayer, 

together with several women, including Mary the mother of Jesus.” 

 

 
 

 

Our prayer is shown in the way we allow the Spirit of Love to shape our lives and how this 

gives glory to God. Canon Alan often asks us to pray as he believes in the power of 

Dockhead prayer and Dockhead miracles. Prayer is part of the rhythm of the Dockhead 

community, whether in normal times or in the present situation. Let us hold one another in 

prayer over the coming weeks, knowing that the Risen and Ascended Lord Jesus is with us 

filling our hearts with joy and peace. 

 

 

 

 


