
Sixth Sunday of Easter Year A 

 

In praying today’s readings, some phrases from the 1st Reading spoke to me in a new way as 

we live through this Coronavirus crisis. 

 

“The people united in welcoming the message Philip preached…..There was great 

rejoicing in that town….” 

 

 

What we have seen in so many ways these past weeks show people uniting with one another 

to support key workers, especially the NHS; to help the vulnerable and those isolating; to 

raise funds for many charities. 

 

                                   
 

 

 

We have welcomed the message of people like Captain Tom who showed us the difference 

one person can make and the message of Pope Francis who, with leaders of other faiths, 

called us to a day of prayer on 14th May for an end to the Covid-19 pandemic. 

 

 

               
 

      
 



We have rejoiced when we have seen people who had Covid-19 leave hospital. 

 

     

 

Unity, welcoming and rejoicing were characteristics of the early Church and should be 

hallmarks of Christians today. This is because, in the words of the second Reading, we are 

people of hope: 

 

“Reverence the Lord Christ in your hearts, and always have your answer ready 

for people who ask you the reason for the hope that you all have.” 

 

The Lord Jesus, Risen from the dead, is with us at every moment of our lives, holding us with 

gentleness, bringing us hope, joy and peace even in these uncertain confusing times. God’s 

loving embrace surrounds us and dispels the darkness of any confusion. God gives us peace 

and it is in God we trust. Perhaps we can sing this hymn together in our hearts. 

 

 Lord of all hopefulness, Lord of all joy, 

 whose trust, ever child-like, no cares could destroy, 

 be there at our waking, and give us, we pray, 

 your bliss in our hearts, Lord, at the break of the day. 

 

  Lord of all eagerness, Lord of all faith, 

  whose strong hands were skilled at the plane and the lathe, 

  be there at our labours and give us, we pray, 

  your strength in our hearts, Lord, at the noon of the day. 

 

   Lord of all kindliness, Lord of all grace. 

   your hands swift to welcome, your arms to embrace, 

   be there at our homing and give us, we pray, 

   your love in our hearts, Lord, at the eve of the day. 

 

    Lord of all gentleness, Lord of all calm, 

    whose voice is contentment, whose presence is balm, 

    be there at our sleeping and give us, we pray,  

    your peace in our hearts, Lord, at the end of the day. 


