
The Presentation of the Lord  February 2
nd

 

 

Today we remember how Mary and Joseph took Jesus to the Temple to present him to God and so 

observing the Jewish Law. The words of Simeon: 

 

“Now, Master, you can let your servant go in 

peace, 

just as you promised; 

because my eyes have seen the salvation 

which you have prepared for all nations to 

see, 

a light to enlighten the gentiles 

and the glory of your people Israel.” 

 
This Feast is often called Candlemas and candles are blessed to help us remember that Jesus is the 

light of the world. 

 

February 2nd also marks The Annual Day for Consecrated Life This day enables us to give thanks 

for the women and men who have dedicated their lives to the service of others in the consecrated 

life. Normally, there would be a special celebration on that day organised by Fr Jim Hurley 

(Episcopal Vicar for Religious) and his Team. Covid regulations mean that this cannot happen, but 

Fr Jim and his Team have organised a Mass at the Cathedral at 2.30pm which will be live streamed 

with Archbishop John as the main celebrant. You are all welcome to watch this from the comfort 

and safety of your own homes. Please pray for those who have dedicated their lives in this way, 

especially the Sisters of Mercy and the Sisters of Notre Dame here in Bermondsey.  

  

  
  

 

 

 You may like to use the end of the Act of Dedication that will be said at Mass that day: 

 

Lord, send us forth to others 

in community, in service, 

in reconciliation and tenderness. 

We trust in your unconditional love. 

Help us to sustain our hope-filled 

commitment to you and your people, 

now and forever. 

Amen. 



 
 

Simeon had other words to say to Mary: 

 

“You see this child: he is destined for the fall and for the rising of many in Israel, destined to be a 

sign that is rejected – and a sword will pierce your own soul too – so that the secret thoughts of 

many may be laid bare.” 

 

Jesus was rejected in his own lifetime and surely Mary, his mother, felt his pain. Jesus, brings hope, 

however, to our world as he is the Light of the World, We need this Light, especially in the 

darkness of the Covid pandemic. We must turn to God and lay our secret thoughts at God’s feet. 

There is light and there is hope. These are hallmarks of our lives as Christians. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Happy Feast day from the Sisters of Mercy and the Sisters of Notre Dame.  

Thank you all for walking with us, for your love and blessings. 


