
Sixth Sunday of Ordinary Time  Year B 

 

In the Gospel today, Jesus continues his healing ministry by healing a man with leprosy.  

At that time, people with leprosy were seen as unclean and they became outcasts. The leper 

who came to Jesus was breaking all the rules by being in a public place, but his faith in Jesus 

was so strong that it gave him the courage to ask for healing. 

 

“A leper came to Jesus and pleaded on his knees: ’If you want to’ he said ‘you can cure me.’ 

Feeling sorry for him, Jesus stretched out his hand and touched him. ’Of course I want to!’ 

he said. ‘Be cured!’ And the leprosy left him at once and he was cured.” 

 

 
  

Unfortunately, in our society today, there are always people who are considered “outcasts” by 

some people. In the past, people with HIV were feared by some; unmarried mothers were 

looked down on by others; refugees and asylum seekers were not always welcome; people 

with disabilities were not given the opportunities to develop their potential; women were not 

seen as important in the Church; people different racial backgrounds including Jews and 

Black and Minority Ethnic groups were not always treated as our brothers and sisters.  

 

This must not be our way. Jesus mixed with the outcasts of his day: the poor, tax collectors, 

sinners, women, lepers. He treated them with love and compassion. We must try to be like 

him in this way of being present to others. 

 

 

 
 



Jesus did not heal people because he wanted to be seen to be powerful, but to show 

compassion. We are asked to imitate Jesus in this way. As St Paul says in the second reading: 

 

“Take me for your model, as I take Christ.” 

 

Pope Francis refers to the marginalised people of today’s world as “The Periphery”, that is, 

those on the sidelines. He has a great love for those on the outskirts of our society, often 

because they are poor. These are the people preferred by Jesus, and Pope Francis says they 

should also be very special to us. He is often reminding the Church that,  

 

“The Gospel message is for everyone. The Gospel does not condemn the wealthy, but the 

idolatry of wealth, the idolatry that makes people indifferent to the call of the poor.” 

 

   

 
 

Like the leper in the Gospel, we can come to Jesus confident that he wants to heal us. We 

need to have the same courage to ask for healing and to allow ourselves to be touched by 

Jesus. Let this be our prayer this week:  

 

Lord, stretch out your hand and heal me in your compassion and love. 

 

 


