
Pentecost Sunday   Year B 

 

Today we celebrate the great feast of Pentecost, when the Church was filled by the power of 

the Spirit and sent out to bring the Good News of Jesus to the world. 

 

 
 

“The friends of Jesus were gathered together when suddenly they heard what sounded like a 

powerful wind from heaven, the noise of which filled the entire house in which they were 

sitting; and something appeared to them that seemed like tongues of fire; these separated and 

came to rest on the head of each of them. They were all filled with the Holy Spirit.” 

 

How hard it is to put such a special event into words. Ask a mother to express how she feels 

when she holds her baby for the first time; ask how two people feel when they first 

experience love for one another. Sometimes words limit our expression of awe and wonder. 

 

When we say, “I feel as strong as an ox” we are not saying that we have become oxen. When 

we say, “I’m so happy I could fly” we are not saying that we will be soaring with the birds in 

the sky. 

 

The writer of the Acts of the Apostles was using the images of wind and fire to try to explain 

the mystical experience of being filled with the Holy Spirit; that sense of awe and wonder. 

 

Last Sunday, we were invited to prepare for the coming of the Spirit into our lives once more 

by praying for one of the gifts of the Spirit each day.  

 

Were you able to do this?  

What did you learn about your relationship with God as you reflected? 

What truths about yourself were revealed to you? 



Today’s Gospel says that “when the Spirit of truth comes, the Spirit will lead you to the 

complete truth.” And the second reading shows us the fruits of the Spirit, 

 

“What the Spirit brings is very different:  love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 

faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.” 

 

 
 

Two early Church fathers, Theophilus of Antioch and Irenaeus, equated the Holy Spirit with 

the Wisdom of God. 

 

“Wisdom is bright, and does not grow dim. 

By those who love her she is readily seen, 

And found by those who look for her. 

Quick to anticipate those who desire her, she makes herself known to them. 

She is a breath of the power of God, 

Pure emanation of the glory of the Almighty; 

Hence nothing impure can find a way into her.  

She is a reflection of the eternal light, 

Untarnished mirror of God’s active power, 

Image of God’s goodness.”    Wisdom 6: 12-14, 7: 25-26 

 

 
 

We pray that the Holy Spirit will bring her gifts and fruits to all in our community of the 

Most Holy Trinity, Dockhead. We pray together: 

 

Veni, Sancte Spiritus. 

Come, Holy Spirit 


