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The readings this weekend use the wonder of nature to help us understand the mystery of the 

Kingdom of God. The first reading and psalm speak of the Cedar of Lebanon, whilst the Gospel 

speaks of how seeds sprout and grow 24/7 until the crop is ready to harvest and also describes the 

mustard seed which is the smallest of all seeds yet grows into a large shrub. 

 

                     
                 Cedar of Lebanon           Mustard Seed               Mustard Tree 

 

Jesus is struggling to describe what the Kingdom of God is like it’s like, so he uses parables. It’s 

like … it’s like ….it cannot be described simply. If Jesus struggled to explain the concept of the 

Kingdom of God, we should not feel that we have to go into deep explanations. So, let’s try to keep 

it simple. We believe that the Kingdom of God is present here and now within each one of us, but 

its fullness will come in the future. 

 

 
 

Just as a small seed grows in darkness and silence, so the Kingdom of God grows within us, amidst 

our struggles and hopes which are alive in the mystery of our hearts. As the mustard seed, the 

smallest of seeds, is transformed through its time in darkness, so can we experience this 

transformation. The Kingdom of God will grow within us if we wait, are patient and allow God’s 

love to expand our hearts, our minds, our words and our actions. In this way, together, we can build 

the Kingdom of God in our world. 

 

 

In early 2021, two new species of Screech Owl were discovered in the Amazon. One of these newly 

described species, the Xingu Screech Owl (Megascops stangiae), has its scientific name in honour 

of the late Sister Dorothy (Dot) Stang an American-born Brazilian member of the Sisters of Notre 

Dame de Namur, who over for over 40 years introduced small farmers living in the Amazon to 

sustainability practices. She sought to protect the people and the rainforest and was murdered in 

2005 because she was the voice of the voiceless. At her funeral one of the people with whom she 

worked stood up and said, “Sister Dot, we are not burying you; we are planting 
you.”  



           
 

 

In his encyclical, “Laudato Si”, Pope Francis encourages us to be protectors and stewards of 

Creation. Whatever we can do, no matter how small and insignificant it may appear, will ensure that 

God’s creation is there to be enjoyed by future generations. Let us plant the seeds of love, joy, 

peace, justice and hope in both our hearts and in our world, so that God’s Kingdom may flourish. 

This is the simplicity of the Kingdom of God – attuning ourselves to what God asks of us so that the 

seeds of God’s way can grow silently in our hearts, our souls, our minds and our very being. 

 

 

 
 

 


