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Feed us now, oh Son of God as you fed them long ago. 

  

    
 

Do the miracles we read about in today’s first reading and Gospel tell us about: 

❖ The generosity of God ? 

❖ How the simple act of a young boy inspired sharing amongst the people? 

❖ That faith can work miracles? 

❖ The tenderness and compassion of Jesus who cared about the people’s hunger? 

❖ Stewardship of the earth’s resources, ensuring that nothing is wasted? 

 

Perhaps it is a combination of all of these. 

 

So what else does the Gospel tell us? It says that it was shortly before the Jewish feast of Passover. 

It also tells us that there was plenty of grass for the people to sit down. This must have taken place 

in spring. The Gospel writer wants us to see this event in the light of the Passover story. We hear of 

the 5000 men, but know that there was at least one child there, so probably many more and there 

would have been women there, probably with baskets of food – a real family day out by the Sea of 

Galilee.  

 
 

All the parables we have heard in recent weeks and the miracles and the teachings of Jesus start 

with something small. Today’s Gospel tells us of the need of the people to be fed but it also tells us 

that the food on offer appeared to be inadequate. However, it was enough for Jesus. 

 

We come together each week to feast on the bread of life. All who share this feast, who bring their 

hunger, are companions of Christ. This is the kingdom, all of us here gathered together, not because 

we are worthy or good, but because we are hungry, because we long for more.  



 

 
 

Whatever the nature of this miracle, it is there in the everyday, the ordinary events of life. When we 

talk about sacraments of the church, we mean things that help us to see, things that help us to 

encounter the compassion and generosity and companionship of God. From the ordinary to the 

extra-ordinary, our God makes all things holy.  

 

 
 

Be still, for the presence of the Lord, 

The holy One, is here; 

Come bow before him now 

With reverence and fear 

In him no sin is found 

We stand on holy ground. 

Be still, for the presence of the Lord, 

The holy One, is here

. 

Be still, for the glory of the Lord 

Is shining all around; 

He burns with holy fire, 

With splendour he is crowned: 

How awesome is the sight 

Our radiant king of light! 

Be still, for the glory of the Lord 

Is shining all around. 

Be still, for the power of the Lord 

Is moving in this place: 

He comes to cleanse and heal, 

To minister his grace - 

No work too hard for him. 

In faith receive from him. 

Be still, for the power of the Lord 

Is moving in this place. 

 

 

We pray for generosity of spirit. 

We pray that we may share what we have with others. 

We pray that we may always realise when we are walking on holy ground. 

We pray that we may always long to be fed by the Eucharist. 

We pray that as his disciples, we may imitate the love, tenderness and compassion of Jesus. 

 

 


