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Today’s readings speak to us of Jesus the servant king. 

 

The first reading from the prophet Isaiah speaks of the suffering servant – a phrase attributed to 

Jesus in the New Testament. 

 

 
 

Today’s Gospel also speaks about service and how we need to follow in the footsteps of Jesus who 

shows that being a servant to others is the way to follow him. 

 

In the Gospel we read of three different kinds of people. 

 

First of all, we have James and John who ask for the most important places of honour beside Jesus 

in the kingdom of heaven.  They begin by asking Jesus to hear their ambitious request without 

specifying the purpose of their request.  “Master, we want you to grant our request.”  They want to 

sit on Jesus’ right and left. When Jesus asks if they can drink the cup that he must drink, they say, 

“We can”, without realising what this means. James and John only see themselves getting important 

positions. They don’t understand the real mission of Jesus. 

 

The second group are those who have a bit of authority here on the earth but abuse their power in 

going beyond the limits of their role by unjustly giving strategic posts to people who are not 

qualified. 

 

The final group consist of the other apostles who are indignant at the attitude of the two 

brothers. Jesus intervenes in time to enlighten them that in his kingdom the positions are 

reversed.  The first will be last and the last will occupy the first places.  In order to be great, one 

must seek to become a servant, just as Jesus himself became a servant. 

 

 



We have two images of Jesus to guide us as we embark on the Synod on Synodality with Pope 

Francis. The first image is that shared in today’s Gospel - the Servant King. The second is Jesus 

walking in conversation with two disciples on the road to Emmaus. We need to be servants to one 

another if we are to engage in a listening experience which will allow us to converse openly and 

respectfully. This is what will help the People of God in the future. 

 

 

 

This Sunday, 17th October, Archbishop John 

will launch the Synodal process in the diocese 

with an Opening Mass at St George’s 

Cathedral at 10am which will be 

livestreamed. 

 

He shares this prayer with us all: 

 

May the Blessed Virgin Mary, Queen of the Apostles and Mother of the Church, intercede for us as 

we journey together on the path that God sets before us. As in the Upper Room at Pentecost, may 

her maternal care and intercession accompany us as we build up our communion with one another 

and carry out our mission in the world. With her, we say together as the People of God: ‘Let it be 

with me according to your word’ (Lk 1:38). 

 

Over the coming months, let us use this opportunity to come together to share our stories; to rejoice 

in our community and to open our hearts to God’s Spirit speaking to us through one another. 

 

 


