
3
rd

 Sunday in Ordinary Time  Year C 

 

In today’s Gospel, we hear Jesus proclaiming as his own those wonderful words of mission 

from the prophet Isaiah: 

 

“The spirit of the Lord has been given to me, for he has anointed me. 

He has sent me to bring the good news to the poor, 

To proclaim liberty to captives 

And to the blind new sight, 

To set the downtrodden free, 

To proclaim the Lord’s year of favour.” 

 

 
 

Jesus speaks of his mission of JUSTICE;  

his mission of LIBERATION;  

his mission of POWER. 

 

JUSTICE for the oppressed; 

LIBERATION for all who are not free in any way; 

POWER for the vulnerable, the marginalised and the poor. 

 

In the second reading we are reminded that together we are Christ’s body, made up of many 

parts. And so we need one another in order for Christ’s body, the Church, to work well. No one 

member of the Church is more important than another. Together we are called to make the 

Mission Statement of Jesus our own. We are called to bring the good news to the poor and to 

proclaim liberty to captives. 

 

In the first reading we are assured of being in favour with God as we do this: “Do not be sad: 

the joy of the Lord is your stronghold.” 



 
 

So how can we, in Dockhead, live this Mission Statement? 

 

The Holy Spirit is Jesus' gift to the Church. The Holy Spirit enables the Church to continue the 

mission of Jesus. When we do what Jesus did—bring glad tidings to the poor, liberty to 

captives, healing to the sick, and freedom to the oppressed—we serve the Kingdom of God. 

 

We do this when we act in love, through love and with love. 

 

The poor are the people of God, the anawim, the faithful ones, and they are to receive the 

glad tidings, the good news. The meaning of “poor” to the people of Israel at that time was 

“those who know their need for God.” It wasn’t a matter of who had money or who didn’t 

have money. It wasn’t a matter of who was rich and who was poor. We are rich when we are 

filled with the joy and happiness of life. To be rich is to be full of life and this is what Jesus 

brings us. He is the fullness of life. 

 

Our Synodal gatherings expressed a deep hope that we would become a listening Church, 

ready to read the signs of our times as Jesus did in his time; an inclusive Church where all 

were welcome and could contribute at all levels; a Spirit led Church open to the promptings 

of the Spirit of joy, peace and love. 

 

 



 

 

 


